Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 PEKING 01379 090350Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-00 AS-01 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /078 W 

118720 091106Z/13 

R 080908Z lUL 77 
FMUSLO PEKING 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8148 
INFO AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
AMEMBASSY KATMANDU 
AMEMBASSY DACCA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PEKING 1379 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CH PK 

SUBJ: PRC REACTION TO PAKISTAN MILITARY TAKEOVER 

CHINESE OFEICIAL MEDIA COMMENTARY ON MILITARY COUP IN 
PAKISTAN HAS BEEN PROMPT AND EAVORABLE. A NEW CHINA 
NEWS AGENCY (NCNA) BULLETIN JULY 5 CARRIED A STRAIGHT 
REPORT ON THE TAKEOVER, INCLUDING EXCERPTS PROM GENERAL 
ZIA'S NATIONWIDE ADDRESS. A SUBSEQUENT NCNA STORY 
JULY 7 ENTITLED "TRANQUILITY PREVAILS IN PAKISTAN" 

NOTED THAT THE COUNTRY IS CALM, WITH BUSINESSES 
OPERATING AS USUAL, AND QUOTED PAKISTANI PRESS REPORTS 
TO THE EFFECT THAT THE TAKEOVER WAS "INEVITABLE" AND 
THAT THE PEOPLE OF PAKISTAN "EXPRESSED A SIGH OP RELIEF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AFTER A PROLONGED STATE OP UNCETTAINTY AND MENTAL 
AGONY WHICH THEY SUPFERED DURINGTHE LAST PEW MONTHS 
BECAUSE OF THE POLITICAL IMPASSE". A SEPARATE 
NCNA ITEM REPORTED THAT GENERAL ZIA HAD HAD A 
"CORDIAL AND FRIENDLY CONVERSATION" WITH 
THE CHINESE AMBASSADOR ON JULY 7. 
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